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Bessas to co-operate on his side for the relief of the city.1 Then Belisarius, bitterly chagrined, fell sick of a fever, and the last lingering hopes of the beleaguered Eomans flickered out.
Now the food was almost gone. Eich and poor alike were compelled to support life on grass and nettles. Even the soldiers had to go without their rations, and had scarcely strength sufficient to take their posts upon the ramparts. All discipline was neglected. The sentries, if they would, might slumber at their stations; the officers ceased to go the rounds. The citizens refused to help to man the walls. Soon disaffection spread among the demoralized troops. Four Isaurian soldiers entered into treaty with Totila, and on December 17, 546, betrayed Eome to the besiegers. Bessas, indeed, had received warning of the conspiracy, but, being wholly immersed in money-making, had with almost incredible carelessness disregarded it, so that when the end came it took Mm by surprise. Amid the wild panic and confusion he had not time even to remove his ill-gotten treasure, but as Totila and his Goths entered the city by the Asinarian Gate, the Eoman general, with the remainder of his troops, fled for his life through another, A few wealthy nobles, who still had horses left to carry them, accompanied him.
The Goths poured into the city. Before them stretched a network of empty streets, lined with deserted palaces and temples. Hardly a creature was to be seen. In all Eome, so Procopius says, only five hundred people remained alive,2 and these lurked hidden in the dark corners of the houses or had fled for refuge to the tomb of St. Peter. Nothing but the blare of trumpets and the shouts of the invaders broke the deathlike stillness, with now and then the scream of some wretched Roman who was dragged from his concealment and massacred. The number of men Mlled, however, was insignificant. The Women, in accordance with the king's express orders, were all spared.
While his troops were pillaging the city, Totila marched in procession to the Basilica of St. Peter. Here he was confronted by -the Archdeacon Pelagius, bearing in his hands a
1 Proeop. Bell. Goth. iii. 19.                               2 Ibid, iii. 20.ovisions into Eoxne. His plan, however, was frustrated on the point of success by the folly and disobedience of his lieutenant Isaac, and by the failure of VOL. i.                                                                    D                                 fur
